
Dear TSM Board of Directors, 
 
 I am writing to ask you to vote to build the Digital Transmitter for TSTV this 
April. I am a graduating senior, who is involved mainly with KVR News, but I have also 
worked on other TSTV programs and various paid production projects through TSTV. 
I’ve always been interested in TV and film production, and while I’ve explored that 
interest through various classes and internships during my time at UT, no other 
experience has been as valuable to me as that at KVR. I realized rather late in my 
collegiate career, the summer before my senior year, that I was interested not only in the 
production side, but also the reporting side, of TV news production. It was too late for me 
to switch majors, as I had already completed most of my Communication Studies credits. 
I was worried that I would never get the experience necessary to get a job as a reporter 
upon graduation. That all changed when I joined KVR after attending the TSTV New 
Volunteer Meeting in September 2008. While I was nervous that my lack of reporting 
experience would hold me back, everyone at KVR and TSTV taught me everything I 
needed to know to become a successful reporter, anchor, and TV employee in general: 
editing, shooting, writing stories, conducting interviews, audio, video, graphics, 
teleprompter, anchoring…everything. They quickly became not only mentors, but also 
great friends. I learned more practical broadcast knowledge in a semester of KVR than I 
would have in 2 years of classes. 
 My time at TSTV has easily been the most valuable experience of my college 
career. I’m currently an news reporting intern at Fox 7 in Austin, and my supervisor said 
that one of the main reasons he hired me was because he saw “KVR News” on my 
resume, which told him that I was serious about journalism and had received valuable 
knowledge and experience coming into the internship. TSTV is respected among 
professionals across Texas, and it’s provided me with tangible work samples to show 
potential employers.  
 If TSTV has a digital transmitter, their programs could reach 1 million viewers, 
giving even more people a chance to see the quality work produced by UT students. I’m 
certain that increased viewership would result in an increase in jobs for graduating 
students and internships for current Longhorns, as I owe my internship now to my 
experience at TSTV. Also, an increase in viewer households would result in increased 
advertising revenue. This cash influx would help pay for newer equipment and more 
training sessions for new volunteers, both of which would increase the quality of the 
station’s programming. While their may be some initial costs in building the transmitter, 
the long term benefits, both monetary and otherwise, more than make up for the down 
payment, and they would help make TSTV an even better station than it already is. On 
behalf of everyone at TSTV, I hope that the Board will elect to build the digital 
transmitter. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adam Bennett 
Communication Studies Major 
Class of 2009 
 



To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 I am writing this letter to appeal to you to aide Texas Student Television in 
acquiring a digital transmitter. What I say in this letter could be persuasive, but in order 
to convince you, I would rather have you to take a walk around the fourth floor of the 
HSM building. There, you will find students who are dedicated in the purpose of making 
quality television programming for their peers, and hopefully, for the entire city of Austin 
and beyond very soon. You will see Dan Knight, advising from a safe, yet comforting 
distance, there for anything we need. You walk into the war room and you will see and 
feel a sense of comraderie, mingled with silly interactions and exchanges between station 
members, brought together for the serious purpose of putting on our television shows. As 
you travel a little further down the hall, you will find the control room and the studio, 
where the magic really happens. And I call it magic because it really is. TSTV is FCC 
licensed, we allow students to do anything and everything they can imagine in their heads 
and they can see their visions come to life every week. If you come to the fourth floor of 
the HSM, you will truly see TSTV. 
 
As a high school student, I was in a magnet program for communications, and we put on 
a city-wide television show. When I got to UT, I was discouraged to find out that I would 
not get to even touch any more media equipment until I became an upperclassmen. Then, 
I found a hidden treasure in TSTV. A lot of students will tell you that we get the 
opportunity to use equipment that we don’t get to use in our classes, and it’s true. But 
also, we get to become familiar with this equipment from our peers, we gain 
understanding through actual use of it, and we are comfortable using it every week 
without the pressure of a course grade weighing on us. In turn, we actually do much 
better when we get to our upper-division classes, and to acquire all this knowledge for 
free inspires students to pass on what they know to the next generation of TSTV 
members. I started at ATX Most Wanted in 2006 as a humble volunteer, wanting to find 
out how TSTV worked. Now, in 2009, I am the executive producer of said show, and 
everything I have to tell you about what a better person TSTV has made me, and how 
experienced being on a show has made me, I cannot contain in this letter. Not to mention, 
as I graduate this year and am thrust into the world of work in media, I will have a 
shining star of my resume, and a galaxy full of knowledge in my pocket that will no 
doubt put me ahead of the competition, and all because I joined this illustrious student-
run station. 
 
All of the above is to say how valuable TSTV is to all of us. Most students will tell you 
what we won?t be able to do without the transmitter. I say, with the transmitter that we 
hope you will help us to get, we will be able to continue a legacy of greatness that is 
secretly buzzing about on the fourth floor of the HSM every single semester. Our hopes, 
dreams, friends, and careers are developed at TSTV, and we would be remiss not to do 
everything we can to get the transmitter we need to continue doing what we do. 
Therefore, we are making this plea to you in hopes that you will hear us and help us. 
 
Stephanie Bension 



To Whom it May Concern,  
 
Texas Student Television has been a wonderful experience for me giving me chances to 
do things I might never have done other wise.  The station has given me the chance be a 
creative part of and to participate in live television shows.  This has untold promise for 
many student’s resumes allowing them to look better in the competitive world when they 
graduate.  Not many places are out there that we as students can do this and gain any 
notoriety.  I owe the station a lot for giving me this change to better myself whether that 
is on stage or back stage working on production or even more.  A new transmitter would 
ensure that the next generation of students working at TSTV would get more 
opportunities and expand information about the station and its programming.  This 
adding to the uniqueness of the Campus and Austin area and bringing perhaps more 
media popularity to the area.  Not only that but having this transmitter could allow us to 
produce content that not only the campus, but Austin area would like to see.  But the 
station means more to me then the opportunity it provides.  I’ve made many friends there 
that are like-minded and that you cannot exchange for anything in the world.  Good 
friends and good opportunities nothing is better then that and never will be.  I know this 
letter is pretty short, but its my ideas and opinions and I’m a man of short words and 
when I discuss an issue I move straight to the point.  Because even if this can’t directly 
help me because of how long I have left here at UT I know and am very certain other will 
benefit greatly from this and push the station further into something so much more then 
what it is right now. 
 
 
Thank you for your time 
Sincerely, 
Eric Boeglin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Aryele N. Bradford 
2605 Whitis Ave. 
Austin, TX 78705 
March 24, 2009 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Aryele Bradford and I am a sophomore here at the University of Texas at 
Austin. I am currently a Pre-Journalism major, hoping to go into the Broadcast 
Journalism field. I have been a part of TSTV for two years now and learned so much 
during my time at the station. 

I have volunteered for ATX Most Wanted and I was able to learn new skills that will be 
beneficial to me in the future. I would be devastated if TSTV was no longer available for 
students, because this is where we can come and learn skills that may not be taught in the 
classroom. We are able to work with our peers in an environment similar to the one we 
will work in later on in life.  

ATX Most Wanted is the only African-American show on TSTV and it gives us a place 
to fit in and give us the opportunity to relate to a minority audience. Without this show 
and without TSTV, many students will not get the hands on experience they need to stand 
out among their peers. 

Sincerely, 

Aryele Bradford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  March 8, 2009 

TSM Board of Directors:       

 

I was recently made aware of the fact that a digital transmitter will be needed in order to 
sustain our school TV station, TSTV.  I am also aware that funds are not readily available 
at the moment.  As a new volunteer for KRV News I must say that my participation this 
semester has been no less than life changing.  Before I started to volunteer at TSTV I was 
caught in between majors: music and journalism.   

I was rejected from the music school here at UT and all my friends know how much 
music meant to me, it was basically my life.  It came down to a point where I was 
considering transferring to another university solely because I could not get into the 
music school.  However, I thought to myself that I chose journalism as my second major 
for a reason and that I should try it.  

 Journalism appeals to me because journalists do all of their own work from shooting 
stories to writing their own scripts to anchoring in the studio, all in the effort to inform 
the people of their local community or country.  Volunteering at TSTV has not only made 
me realize that journalism was the right choice for me to make, but that it also plays an 
integral part of me growing up professionally because as a news reporter I must go out 
and shoot my own stories, edit them, and write the script.  It has also helped me 
personally because I have been told that in the business it is important to network and 
meet new people, something that I feel I can improve on.   

I implore you to please do all that you can to save TSTV because even though the money 
may be spent now, it will be reimbursed, and then some, because of the advertising that 
would be aired on the station.  Moreover, it has been a great benefit to our budding 
photography, broadcast, and print journalists, RTF majors, managers, editors and 
countless others who look to TSTV for that professional experience.  Furthermore, what 
other student television station in the country can boast a license from the FCC?  I am 
asking that you please do everything you can to save TSTV not just for me, but for all 
other students that look to this station as a creative outlet and for their own professional 
and personal growth.  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ben Carlee, Journalism Major – Class of 2012 



 
To whom it may concern, 
 
TSTV has been one of the most important experiences to me as a student at UT.  Until 
my junior year I was an advertising major, however I took RTF305 as an elective.  While 
in that class Brandon came to talk about working at TSTV.  Since I had spare time and 
the station sounded like a wonderful learning experience, I joined the staff of Video 
Game Hour Live.  While on the show I realized how much I enjoyed what RTF had to 
offer and applied to the major.  Now I am also a RTF major and still active as a 
marketing team member for TSTV.  Without TSTV I would have never found my love of 
television and film through the hands on learning offered at the station.  Without TSTV I 
would only be pursuing advertising and my future plans for a career after graduating 
would be extremely different. 
 
-Tina Carlsen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 When Brandon Farmahini asked the members of TSTV to write a letter to 
promote the funding for the digital transmitter, I didn't know how I could express its 
meaning to me in words. 
 Texas Student TV has instilled in me many professional qualities I will need in 
the career for which I am reaching after college. This is because TSTV is ran like a 
professional television station by people who are very passionate about what they are 
doing. Everyone in the organization strives to achieve the nearest to perfect quality in 
their work, and this can definitely be seen just by switching on the TV and watching one 
of the shows. Also, the fact that TSTV is the only FCC regulated student ran station 
allows the students to get used to the rules that will guide them in the professional world. 
Other stations that aren't FCC regulated aren't getting this professional quality of 
learning. The professional atmosphere at the station better prepares me for the 
professional world. 
 Besides the work ethics being built at the station, working for TSTV is a great 
way for networking. I have met many professional filmmakers, and every time I ask them 
for tips on getting into the industry, they tell me the same thing: networking. By putting a 
bunch of people with similar goals in the same room, we are enhancing our knowledge of 
the field even further. There are more and more things to learn from people who in turn 
are learning from you. This also builds many friendships. 
 We are learning not just from those inside the organization but from those outside 
the organization through the many interviews we hold with celebrities and well-known 
filmmakers. By getting the chance to meet with them, which we probably wouldn't be 
able to do outside of the organization, we are learning how they got into the industry and 
looking at this in a way that furthers our pathways to success. TSTV brings a great 
strength to our futures through the friendships and networking opportunities that arise 
during working at the station. 
 If TSTV provides students with a professional working environment with an 
extensive amount of networking that better guides the students to achieving their goals 
and reaching their full potential in the television and film industry, then why not grant 
them the funds to have a digital transmitter? Technology is constantly changing, and the 
people must kept up with its improvements or they will be left behind. Because the rest of 
the world is switching to digital transmitters for their television access, it is vital that 
TSTV does the same. Professionals are using digital transmitter, and in order to allow 
TSTV to have more professional quality student workers, the digital transmitter is 
needed. By switching to digital, students will be in an even more professional 
environment. The digital transmitter will get the students ready for the digital world in 
which they will be working. 
 The digital transmitter will also broaden the range for the viewing of the station's 
shows. More people will have knowledge of the existence of TSTV because of this, 
which will lead to not only more viewers but more people willing to work for the station. 
More people will be flipping through their channels, and many will come upon the TSTV 
channel. With more viewers watching, we are more likely to get the interviews we want. 
With more interviews we are broadening our networking. Therefore, (CONTINUED...) 



the digital transmitter will bring more viewers which in turn will bring more networking. 
Because there will be more viewers throughout the Austin area, there will be a bigger 
hype over TSTV, and more people will want to join the organization. This could even 
lead to more people willing to come to the University of Texas, "the only university with 
an FCC student ran television station with a digital transmitter." 
 The professional interests of the students is at a high level at the TSTV station, 
but it could be higher. The digital transmitter will broaden the professional abilities of 
those working for TSTV. "What starts here changes the world," but if we don't keep up 
with a changing world, this promise can't be kept. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Aaron Crowley (RTF Freshman) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 To the TSM board, 
  
 I began my college career quite unsure of what my goals or aspirations beyond 
college were. As a result, I never quite found a stable community or organization that 
would inspire me or help me decide on my future. However, after a changing my major to 
Radio-Television-Film and being inviting by a friend to volunteer at Texas Student 
Television, all this changed. I was welcomed by so many genuinely kind and talented 
people eager and willing to help me learn and offer advice. I gained invaluable hands-on 
experience that gave me the skills required to excel in my production classes. However, 
more importantly my closest friendships and people I rely on for support both 
academically and personally were forged at Texas Student Television. By volunteering 
with the shows Sneak Peek and Video Game Hour Live, I learned how to effectively 
work and communicate with others, but also have fun along the way! After learning how 
to edit my first interview package for Sneak Peek, and seeing the final product air on TV, 
my confidence in my abilities increased and provided an advantage in my class editing 
projects. But beyond this, the strong feeling of community that pervades Texas Student 
Television was vital to my continuing success at the University of Texas, especially 
during times of personal crisis.  
 
 After my father passed away suddenly this past May, I was unsure of if I was 
emotionally capable of returning to school. However all my fears were quelled when I 
was met with an outpour of support from the staff and volunteers at the station. I truly felt 
the impact that Texas Student Television had on my life that extending far beyond 
technical skills. Therefore, I feel as though Texas Student Television would benefit so 
many people in so many ways, which would further be aided by the addition of a digital 
transmitter. 
 
-Lea Cuello 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 To the TSM board, 
 
 This is my first semester at UT and TSTV has given me the opportunity not only 
to get involved with students who share the same interests as me, but also the chance to 
learn beyond theory and apply the skills gained at the classroom.  
 
 A digital transmitter would be greatly beneficial, as it would expand the number 
of possibilities to enhance the learning process with a more up-to-date technology, 
preparing us better for the actual professional world. In order to keep the Journalism 
School as one of the most important in the United States; moreover, to improve such 
position it is essential to keep education along with an advancing technology.  
 
 
Mariel Davis 
Broadcast Journalism Major 
Active Volunteer at KVRNews 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 To  the TSM Board, 
 
 When I got to UT as a Sophomore, I knew I had to find some way to keep me 
busy besides going to class. The year before I had work at the student radio station at UT-
Arlington and was able to broadcast the University’s baseball and basketball games. It 
was such an amazing experience and I knew that I had to find something in that field 
because that was what I wanted to pursue. So the first thing I did was look online to find 
some kind of student media here at the University of Texas. Since I had already been 
apart of a radio station, when I found KVRX, I knew that was where I should be. So I 
contacted the Sports Director at that time and sent him my resume and within two weeks 
of the first class day, I was already working on a student run sports radio talk show! 
My friends were amazed at how quickly I had adapted to my new school and were very 
interested in what I was doing at KVRX. I continued to work there and moved my way 
up semester after semester. First I was a guest on a show, then I was a host and 
eventually, I became Sports Director. After I had made it up to the top in only one year’s 
time, I wanted to do something other than radio. Luckily, a few of the guys on my staff at 
KVRX was also involved with TSTV. When he talked to me about showing up to a 
TSTV show, I was a little nervous and figured I was too old to start at TSTV. But what I 
came to find was that TSTV welcomed me with open arms.  
 
 Immediately people began helping me and guiding me along the way. I learned 
how to produce, edit, write, shoot, and create stories in broadcast style. I cannot express 
how much help and experience I received from all of my peers at TSTV. Here I was, 
within half of a semester, already hosting TV shows and editing highlights like everyone 
else. I mean, I had NEVER even touched a Mac computer before TSTV. They scared me! 
But within a few weeks I had already learned how to use Final Cut Pro and a bunch of 
other cool programs that Mac has to offer. It was because of the facilities at TSTV that I 
was able to learn quickly and gain professional experience in the field that I want my 
professional career to grow in. 
  
 I cannot express how much TSTV has helped me achieve my goals. I look at my 
resume nowadays, as a graduating senior, and almost every single line on has something 
to do with TSTV. It was because of all the experience I gained at TSTV that I was able to 
work at WMAQ in Chicago as a Sports intern. I competed with over 1,000 applicants last 
summer, and it was because of the experience I had gained at TSTV that I was able to be 
hired as an intern and beat out hundreds of others. It would mean a lot to me for TSM to 
help out my station and update it with a digital transmitter. I know I am graduating this 
year, but I know that there will be many others out there that come to this school in the 
exact same position as me. And I know that somehow or another, they will find TSTV 
and will benefit from it just as much as I have.  
  
The students at TSTV are some of the most intelligent, hard-working and professional 
students I have ever worked with. Each and every one of the people working at this 
VOLUNTEER station have worked their butts off in every department in every way, just 
to keep this program running. It would break too many hearts and too (CONTINUED...) 
 



 
 many future Students career paths, if TSTV were not able to get a digital transmitter.  
I cannot imagine having so many people work so hard and take out time in their busy 
weeks to produce a show that pays absolutely nothing but pats on the back and seeing 
these people have to stop working because they were not able to keep up with the digital 
age. Like I said before, it would break too many hearts. 
- Andrew Delveaux 



Dear TSM Board of Directors, 

 Without a digital transmitter, Texas Student Television will die.  My name is 
Chris Demarais and I am a graduating senior at the University of Texas at Austin.  I 
have been volunteering for TSTV for almost four years now and it has been the 
single best experience of my college career.  However, if the transmitter is not built 
next year, the program that I and hundreds of others know and love, will disappear.  I 
urge you to please vote to build the digital transmitter for TSTV this April. 

 When I first started looking at colleges back in high school, the fact that UT 
had its own television station was a major draw for me.   You see, I first became 
interested in film and television by working on my high school news program and I 
saw the step up to college television as a great opportunity.  Since so many teenagers 
become interested in RTF by their work on high school news programs, TSTV is an 
important draw for potential students.  

 Once I arrived at UT, I quickly found myself lost amongst the thousands of 
faces and was told that there would be very few RTF classes available to me until I 
was a junior.  It was then that I decided to volunteer for TSTV and I found a place 
where I could feel at home, make friends, and develop my talents.  I began working 
on a sketch comedy program called "That's Awesome" and before long I was a 
producer for the show.  Despite the fact that I was only a freshman, I soon had a 
loyal group of friends to work with and far more experience than many RTF seniors, 
all because of Texas Student Television. 

 With the skills I gained from working at TSTV, several friends and I decided 
to start a new show called The Wingmen, which has proven to be an excellent 
launching point for my career.  The very first episode of the program was selected as 
a finalist in the 2008 SXSW Greenlight Awards and suddenly, our show and TSTV 
gained national attention.  Before long my friends and I had an agent in LA and were 
developing our show to pitch to Fox Studios.  Since then, The Wingmen has been 
selected as a finalist for "Best Comedy" by the College Broadcasters Inc. and is 
currently up for an Audience Choice Award in The Streamy's.  In addition, we have 
maintained a good relationship with Fox studios and are currently developing a new 
series for them.  It is very likely that when I graduate in May I will have my ideal job 
lined up and I owe it all to my work at TSTV.   

Texas Student Television has been the most valuable part of my college 
education and I know the same is true for dozens of others.  It is rare to find a 
community of talented people so willing to devote time and energy into a program 
like TSTV and without the digital transmitter that community will die.  I made my 
closest friends, found a group of people I love working with, and have acquired skills 
that could never be taught in a classroom all because of Texas Student Television.  I 
urge you to please elect to build the digital transmitter so that future students of UT 
will have the same great opportunities that I have had. 

Sincerely, 
Chris Demarais 
Radio-Television-Film Major 
Chrissd1987@mail.utexas.edu 



 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 

Being a college student, asking for a little help is usually no problem.  This time, 
however, it has been a struggle.  How can we completely describe what this station has 
meant to us?  More than just “experience,” Texas Student Television has become a home. 
people that we have met are not just business connections, but life-long friends.  We 
honestly cannot think of a more hard-working group of young people out there.  The 
amount of time we spend working on these television shows is above and beyond what 
many people spend at paying jobs…and we do not mind one bit. 

The countless hours spent at the station are not just spent editing or shooting, but 
also bonding.  It is a rare occasion when people get excited to go to the workplace, but at 
TSTV, that is the norm.  We love what we do, and we wouldn’t have it any other way.  A 
place like TSTV is infinitely important to our development both professionally and 
privately.   

Every week, we have the opportunity to work hard and share the fruits of our 
labor with others.  All you have to do is watch one show and our passion becomes clear. 
The quality of our programming is a testament to that.  Having the transmitter would 
allow us the opportunity to share our passion and hard work with a wider audience.  It 
would also open the doors for new volunteers and bigger opportunities.  Austin has 
always nurtured the creativity in young people, so why stop now?  Before joining TSTV, 
many of us were tiny fish in an ocean of 50,000 others, just trying to find our niche.  
TSTV became that home for us, a place for us to explore our creative passions without 
fear of failure.  Please help us continue our tradition of excellence.   

So, what does this station mean to us?  It is a home, a workplace, a network, an 
opportunity, a guide…it is a canvas on which we paint our future.  It is truly a community 
endeavor built on individual desire for quality output.  TSTV does not just belong to the 
students; it belongs to our city, and having this transmitter would grant us the opportunity 
to share what rightfully belongs to all of us.  
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Hayley Denny 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

                                            
 
 
To the TSM Board 
 

I may not have been at Texas Student Television for as long as many others have, 
but in the small time that I have been apart of this passionate collective, I have learned 
more than I could ask for. I am a new producer of a new show that I and my crew are 
very passionate about. Most of the reason why we make our show is simply because it is 
a series only a student collective could put together. As a producer of a show that exhibits 
student films, the Digital Transmitter is very important to me. No other channel runs a 
show as such. There is much talent at this school which will not be seen by a wide 
audience unless given a gateway. The Transmitter is of course, that gateway. Being the 
only FCC-approved student-run station in the country is something my crew takes pride 
in, and we consider ourselves lucky to be able to go to this school. With a Transmitter, 
we could open our audience even wider to the expressions and labor of the talented 
filmmakers here at the University of Texas.  
 
Thank You, 
Marshall Douglis 
Radio-Television-Film 
Spring 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 Dear TSM Board of Directors, 
 
 
TSTV gives me and students like me the opportunity to have a positive impact in the 
community. The news stories we tell as students have a unique, unfiltered perspective 
that cannot be found on other media channels. 
 
I know many people that enjoy watching TSTV, as well as learning about what is 
happening within the community thanks to TSTV. Unfortunately, I live outside of the 
broadcast range of TSTV and cannot regularly view the programming from home. A 
digital channel would enable students like me, as well as others in the Austin area, to 
receive the TSTV programming. 
 
There are so many alumni, faculty, and staff with ties to UT in the Austin area. TSTV 
would draw from a large population and attract new viewers if its signal could only reach 
them. 
 
TSTV has taught me about all the different sports at UT through the sports programming. 
I know that I am not alone in my desire to closely follow UT athletics. So many people in 
the Austin area would appreciate getting the student coverage of the sports programs.  
 
TSTV has also given me an in-depth look at the news affecting students and the Austin 
area community. Its value is priceless. 
 
Like it or not, UT is the heart of the Austin community. There are so many people with 
ties and interest in UT that they should have the opportunity to follow the stories, shows 
and news created by UT students. 
 
Please grant our request to transmit digitally. It will matter and make a difference. 
 
Sincerely, 
Cheryl Fey 
Senior, Broadcast Journalism and Geography, Class of 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
 I've worked at TSTV on the show Sneak Peek for nearly two and a half years now 
and I can honestly say it's been one of the most rewarding experiences of my time 
in college. Not only have I gained incredibly valuable experience with broadcast 
television and how a studio is run, I've made connections and networked with important 
industry individuals that will benefit me immensely after I graduate. This is why I 
think getting a digital transmitter is incredibly crucial to the future of TSTV. I think 
Texas Student Television is one of the most valuable and educational experiences a 
student at UT can undertake and I think keeping TSTV relevant and on top of the curve 
will not only ensure that future students have all of the same, if not more, of the 
opportunities I've had, it will also push us to continue improving and making TSTV the 
best product it can possibly be. I've put a lot of hard work and hours into Sneak Peek and 
I care very deeply about the show and TSTV overall because it has been an amazing 
experience. More than anything, I want to leave behind a legacy and a standard that 
future students will feel compelled to, as well as want to, uphold and improve. I think the 
digital transmitter is an absolutely essential part of that. 
  
I hope that this letter has been helpful and given you an insight into how the students who 
run TSTV week to week feel about their work and their experiences. I know, beyond a 
shadow of a doubt, that I am not the only one who feels this way. So I ask, on behalf of 
my peers and those who will follow me, please give us the opportunity to show once 
again why this university stands with the best of the best in giving its students incredible 
opportunities to better themselves and their future careers. 
  
 - Kurt Falkenhagen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 I know Texas Student Television is trying to get a digital transmitter set in place 
for 2010.  Before going on saying how great it would be to have such a device put in 
place I just wanted to let you know how much this station means to me and how much it 
has helped me become the confident person I am when it comes to broadcast journalism.   
 
 This station really has been a huge influence in my life.  I am only a first year but 
when I first came to The University of Texas I knew I wanted to do journalism but I was 
not sure what kind.  I did the announcements in high school but I was a little nervous on 
what real broadcast journalism would be like.  When I heard about TSTV I got very 
excited that the university offered something as awesome as this.  I was astonished at the 
fact that I was going to be able to be apart of a real television station and learn hands on 
from people my own age.  My first day of working with KVR News everyone was so 
nice and willing to help me and teach me everything they knew.  Because of everyone’s 
generosity at KVR I started right away taking stories and learning how to edit and write 
news stories.  Eventually with in my first semester at UT I was given the chance to 
anchor the news.  I am so grateful to TSTV for taking me under their wing and teaching a 
girl who knew absolutely nothing, everything.  I am now building up a tape of stories I 
have done and of shows that I have anchored.  Soon I will be ready for those internships 
and have stories ready to submit.  If it were not for this news station I do not know what I 
would not have anything to submit when they would ask for examples of my work.  This 
station has taught me to be confident in my self, to be fearless while taking a story, and to 
always do my best and to be proud of what I do.   
 
 If we get this digital transmitter I know it would mean a lot to me.  Having this 
means that we would be able to open our signal out to the whole city of Austin.  Being 
able to put something like that on my resume would be amazing.  Having this piece of 
information on my resume could be the one thing that sets me apart from other people.  
Plus, this station has become my home away from home.  I have made so many amazing 
friends they are like me family.  I know this would mean a lot to my new family so 
knowing this, it means a lot to me.   
 
 I hope that you really take into consideration how much having this piece of 
equipment would mean to the many people that are involved in Texas Student Television.  
We all work so hard and put our lives and souls into this station.  I believe that we 
deserve this digital transmitter; I hope that you feel the same way.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
Caroline Flores 
Major: Journalism 
Class: 2012   



 

Dear TSM Board, 

I am very pleased to be able to speak on the behalf of Texas Student Television.  In my brief 

time volunteering at the station, I have gained many new insights into the world of TV 

production and have been presented with several opportunities to have my voice heard.  I feel 

that any investment into the station would not only greatly improve the quality of programming 

shown and give it more credibility, but it would also give validation to the hard-working 

volunteers who have given so much of their time to make TSTV as special as it is.  Without 

improved equipment, I fear that the station will be left behind the curve, and a great piece of 

campus life will be tarnished for the future of the University of Texas.  Please take this sincere 

testimony into consideration as you look into ways to improve TSTV.   

Sincerely, 

Stefan Gill  



 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
  
 
 Although I’ve only been associated with TSTV for a few months, it has already 
become a very important part of my life, as I know it is in the lives of many of my peers 
as well. Before going to the station’s first volunteer meeting I had so many expectations 
for what this new experience would be like for me, all of which have been exceeded 
many times over. From the get-go, everyone at the station has been so welcoming and 
inviting, almost as if they were accepting me as a new member to their amazing family. 
As a freshman, I was slightly skeptical of my pursuit of a career in the field of broadcast 
journalism before working at the station. But within a matter of weeks, TSTV allowed me 
to interview an incredible musician, write segments, work with equipment, learn to read 
off a prompter and be the talent on several segments.  
 And from the second the camera turned on, I knew I was in the right place. 
Thanks to TSTV, my choice in career has been confirmed and I look forward to all of my 
future experiences at the station. It would mean so much to know that the hard work we 
do at TSTV would be seen by a larger audience, which could really only be accomplished 
by acquiring a digital transmitter. For myself and so many others, the work we do at 
TSTV is our passion in life, but with the continuing changes in technology, passion alone 
will not drive our station. It is imperative that we receive funding to receive a digital 
transmitter so that our station can be kept as advanced and prosperous as possible and our 
dreams can remain thriving. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bridget Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
To whom this may concern, 
 When I was asked to write a letter explaining what TSTV meant to me I was a 
little worried because I am not sure I could completely get you to understand the impact 
student television has had on my life. I will begin my explanation by letting you know 
that I MOVED FROM LOS ANGELES FOR TSTV. You may be surprised to hear 
that there are no competitive universities in Los Angeles with a strong student-run 
television station.  I could have gone to UCLA or USC but they do not film sporting 
events and do not broadcast to as many people as TSTV does. Coming from a regular 
undergraduate student pursuing a broadcast media career, TSTV gives the University of 
Texas a major amount of leverage over other universities. 
 I was fortunate enough to work in one of the best high school stations in the 
nation, and during that time I decided that I was going to work in live television for the 
rest of my life. That dream still lives in me today. The fact that I am paying triple the 
amount of tuition as a non-resident so that I can gain hands on experience in the field 
should be more than enough to prove my commitment to my future in live television. 
 Most people do not understand what makes live television so much more enticing 
than other television. The rush and excitement of being live is like no other. There is no 
room for error because you can’t go back and edit your mistakes. You’re in the moment 
and working as a team. It is a lot like a sport because one must rely on his or her 
teammates to do their job in order for a smooth production to take place. I have directed a 
basketball game that was broadcast to about one million people and what that crew did 
was amazing. Everyone was focused and on point and extremely committed. They all 
showed up to meetings, came early and set up, practiced their positions before game-day, 
and everything else a passionate team would do. I was honestly surprised because these 
games are a huge commitment and their willingness to take it on along with their 
schoolwork is worth recognizing. 
 All I was told to do was to write a letter detailing what this station means to me 
and to sum it up, without it, I would be lost. It’s what I’m relying on to make my resume 
competitive when I graduate along with internships. It’s my extracurricular activity that 
gives me a sense of direction with my life, rather than just schoolwork. TSTV is where I 
learn about myself and what I am capable of. I honed in my leadership skills and I owe it 
to this station and the challenges it has handed me. This station has put me in real world 
teamwork situations and when I graduate, I am going to knock out the competition and 
say… What starts at the University of Texas changes the world. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kyle Goldstein 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To the TSM Board, 
 
When I first came to UT, I was certain that I knew absolutely everything.  In my opinion, 
I didn’t really need to go to college.  I bragged that I was already an expert at working in 
TV, talking in front of a camera, and editing video.  Needless to say, I discovered the 
truth really hard and really fast.  I had a tough time learning how to write, I wasn’t as 
charismatic as I thought I was, and I would often find myself staring blankly at a 
confusing computer screen longing to use iMovie instead of this new-fangled contraption 
called Final Cut.     
 
After going through a small nervous breakdown my freshman year, I started to question 
my potential in the television broadcast industry.  So it was very nice when TSTV 
stepped in.  I attended the spring volunteer meeting in 2007 and was instantly hooked.  I 
got to work on Sneak Peek and KVR News as quickly as possible.  Very timidly, of 
course, but with enthusiasm nonetheless.  
 
Fast forward two and a half years, and I now run my own department.  When I take the 
time to look back on what I have accomplished at this station, I am sincerely proud.  I 
have become so skilled at all aspects of the job: filming, acting, editing, managing, etc.  
And I can honestly say that if I had not started working at TSTV, I would still be behind.  
Granted, the station only goes so far, but it was there to serve as my foot in the door.  A 
base on which I could stand.  And I feel that is so important. 
 
Professionally, TSTV is now all that I brag about.  It was the reason I received my first 
internship at Fox 7 News, and while I’ve worked there, I’ve used the skills and 
knowledge from my job to better my position at Fox.  In school, my teachers tell me that 
they can see how differently TSTV volunteers such as myself work compared to their 
other students.  And that’s a good thing.  Because of these differences, I am currently a 
top candidate to work for the ABC News Bureau on campus, a job that many people are 
hoping to obtain. 
 
And while these professional goals and accomplishments mean so much to me, that’s 
ultimately not what I will think of when I think of TSTV.  The station has touched my 
heart in countless ways.  There, I have met good friends, new roommates, boyfriends, ex-
boyfriends, and people that I will remember for the rest of my life.  I love being around 
these people, watching them learn and learning with them.  They encourage me when I 
am uninspired, and I help them when they need a hand.  It is so moving to see both 
volunteers and staff members grow together and reach the potential that they all possess. 
 
So now I ask for your help.  It’s time for us to take the next step and stretch our goals 
even further.  By receiving this digital transmitter, we will be able to bring the station to a 
new level of achievement.  As the station grows, so do its employees, and this is a kind of 
growth that we cannot get anywhere else.  We will learn so much more about expanding 
our market audience and appealing to a larger crowd.  (CONTINUED...) 
 



To me, Texas Student Television is such a unique commodity in the college media world, 
and it would be a shame not to foster its growth into a reputable Austin station.  I truly 
feel that TSTV deserves to move onward because the opportunities it provides to students 
are unparalleled on any other college campus.  Where else can a college freshman learn 
how to produce a live show, write in AP broadcast style, book interviews with high 
profile celebrities, all while making sure they are abiding by FCC regulations? TSTV is a 
gem in that it truly allows students to work in a real television environment.  I 
recommend everyone I know to volunteer at our station because I sincerely feel that it is 
one of the best gateways for students to enter the broadcasting industry.  
 
But the station is more than just a way for students to garner professional power.  It is a 
mixture of many different things.  It’s the place I find myself gravitating to after class, 
even when I have no reason to be there.  It’s the reason I call my mother to excitedly tell 
her that I got to interview Kurt Russell on television.  It’s the conversation topic that my 
friends are all tired of me talking about.  It’s where I work, where I learn, where I teach, 
and where I live.  Most of all, it’s my home away from home and the reason I am where I 
am today. 
 
And I will most certainly continue to brag about it. 
 
Loren Grush 
Broadcast Journalism & Government Major 
2010 Graduating Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TSM Board: 
 
My name is Crystal Hall and I’m a senior broadcast student at UT who serves as news 
director for KVRNews.  I’ve been actively involved at TSTV since my freshman year.  
I’m writing this letter today to tell you about my sincere appreciation for TSTV and the 
hopeful mind I have set for its future.  Before I begin, I would first like to thank you for 
taking the time to read this letter, and then I would like to tell you a little more about 
myself and the opportunities that TSTV has blessed me with.   
 
Before I was even in the broadcast reporting class at UT, I was a National Finalist for a 
TV breaking news story from the Society of Professional Journalists.  I think that alone 
shows what the station is teaching young aspiring journalists.  Since then I’ve had the 
opportunity to travel on a fully paid trip to the Radio Television News Director 
Association as a broadcast news scholarship winner.  While there, I found I was often in 
the same room as Sam Donaldson, Kyra Phillips, and many other prestigious journalists.   
I’ve been blessed with many more awards, scholarships, recognition, internships, and I 
believe it’s all because of what I have learned at KVR.  Currently I serve as the UT 
Reporter for FOX 7 in Austin.  I’m up at 4am every Tuesday morning to report; however, 
that doesn’t stop me from fulfilling my duty as news director.  I’m up at the station often 
helping young freshman, as I once was, figure out the ropes of shooting, editing, and 
writing a news piece.  
 
The station has allowed me to make long lasting relationships with people, those who 
care deeply about the future of TSTV.  Even as a graduating senior I’m doing my best to 
leave the students coming back with better opportunities.  One of those opportunities is 
the possibility to broadcast our work to a larger audience.  I know the students at the 
station are ready to for the chance to show their hard earned work to the city of Austin.  I 
am well aware of the financial burden a transmitter will cost, but I truly believe it will be 
worth every penny.  The students there have put in their time, effort, and heart in the 
station and what it has to offer.  What they deserve is the chance to show Austin the 
amazing talent that TSTV possesses, and the chance to continue their endeavors there. 
 
Again, thank you for reading this letter and I hope it brings you insight into this tight 
community of dedicated and passionate students.      
 
 
-Crystal Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To whom it may concern, 
 
 My name is Matt Halpin, and I am the current Technical Director of Sneak Peek, one of 
the premier programs produced by Texas Student Television. While I only joined the station in 
the fall of this year, I have slowly but surely moved up the various ranks of production, and 
recently directed my first episode. While there were certainly flaws and mishaps, the experience 
was one which will replay in my mind as if it were saved on a DVR. It’s these experiences, 
shared by all of us who dedicate our free time to TSTV, that make it truly essential to preserve 
our status as one of the nation’s top student television networks. 
 How often does one get to receive true, direct hands-on experience in the field they wish 
to make a living in? Sure, we all study night and day to succeed in our classes, seek crucial 
internships, and fill in the blank spaces of our résumés. But only when we can get our hands dirty 
and actually experience what our future jobs will entail can we be certain our ambitions are 
attainable. This is the element of TSTV that makes it so crucial that we remain relevant as a 
legitimate television station. However, in order to do so, we must keep up with the times. When 
every network in America goes digital this summer, we will essentially become irrelevant. Any 
advertising opportunities will be dissolved, as no company with a well-trained staff would find it 
financially viable to purchase commercial spots on a station with limited viewership. 

However, with a digital transmitter of our own, the opportunities are endless. Imagine the 
effect of an advertising sales pitch that includes “city-wide”, or “unlimited demographic”. The 
ability to offer local companies guaranteed airtime in an age where major firms receive the 
majority of commercial spots would give TSM as a whole a major influx of much needed funds. 
Those funds could then drastically improve the quality of work we, as students, are able to 
produce and air, thus developing our own skills and improving our chances in the industry. As a 
University program, it only seems appropriate to offer students the greatest odds of success. 
 But this isn’t about money. As I stated previously, TSTV offers us an opportunity found 
nowhere else in the country: the ability to propose, write, act, film, direct, and produce a full-
featured television program without the harsh atmosphere of the established media market. When 
I first heard about TSTV, I immediately thought of the hastily produced student program at my 
high school, and could only imagine how similar this must be. When I witnessed firsthand the 
professionalism and efficiency with which TSTV operated, however, I quickly understood the 
potential it offers me as a future television employee. 
 As we enter the digital age, it is clear we as a station can and must adapt to the new 
industry standards. I implore you to consider our future as students of this university. This station 
represents a bright future in a dark time, but it needs your help. Please help us as we continually 
strive for higher-level programming by doing everything in your power to make us digital. 
 
Sincerely, 
Matt Halpin 
Government/Political Communications, 2011 



  
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
I'm not even an RTF major, yet I regard my involvement with TSTV to be one of the 
highlights of my college experience. Every week or so, I drop by to help out with the 
show "Movie Junkies" (I'm a regular contestant, and I act in some of the show's skits), 
and the opportunity to interact with people who are committed to putting together an 
entertaining show has afforded me valuable insight into the creative process, as well as 
given me a handful of new friends and experiences that I cherish.  
 
Thanks, and please continue support of TSTV, 
Jimmy Hammond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To the TSM Board, 
 
TSTV has affected me in a manner that I never imagined. I am currently   
a segment producer as well as one of the hosts for "Capital Cine   
Forum" and being able to work with the TSTV crew has been amazing. The   
TSTV crew has been incredible throughout this entire process. I have   
learned more about producing a TV show and how to handle and work with   
equipment in these short four weeks than I have my entire life. I have   
no words to describe the satisfaction that I get from seeing the end   
product of Capital Cine Forum on in my living room. TSTV has allowed   
me to work with future professionals in their designated field at no   
cost! I can't thank TSTV enough for all of their hard work and effort   
to make every show happen. 
 
Felipe Herrera 



March 20, 2009 
 
 

To whom it may concern, 
 Since I began volunteering at TSTV, I have learned new skills and obtained the 
much needed experience to know that broadcast communication is the correct field I 
chose to major in. Through TSTV I have learned to film, edit, and create my own news 
package with the help of the staff. I am gaining experience with TSTV to prepare me for 
the new media challenges in the newsroom. The officers teach me the basics of creating a 
news package. I learned how to operate a camera, use Final Cut Pro and conduct 
interviews ever since becoming a member. I volunteer every Monday night with KVR 
News because I believe it is very useful in preparing me for a career in broadcast 
communication after I graduate.  

Volunteering at TSTV is not only something that I enjoy but it is also a great 
thing I use to put on my resume as well. I am trying to get accepted into the broadcast 
sequence at UT and being a member of TSTV I have something to show that I am 
committed to the field.  The officers are also friendly and helpful in guiding me through 
the process. I have asked Crystal Hall, the news director at TSTV, to write me a letter of 
recommendation and she was happy to do it. Already, TSTV has helped stand out from 
other students also applying for the broadcast sequence and given me a higher 
opportunity to get accepted into the broadcast sequence at UT. 

 I believe the transmitter that all the members at TSTV are requesting will be an 
invaluable tool in taking every program TSTV shows to the next level. All the volunteers 
at TSTV work very hard to prepare their weekly shows to air and the transmitter will 
make it possible for everyone’s hard work to be seen by a larger community. If TSTV 
obtains the transmitter, this will only make every member work harder to make their 
shows better. I am also an anchor for KVR News, so that means I need to work harder to 
put on a good show since more people are able to view our program if the transmitter is 
built.  Also, TSTV will have another thing to offer upcoming volunteers and show them 
why the program is real legit television station if the transmitter is built. This will 
possibly provide more volunteers to help with the show, so I humbly request the 
transmitter for TSTV.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ngan Ho 
TSTV Volunteer 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To Whom It May Concern, 
 
  
For me, TSTV means opportunity. I started off with KVR News my first semester at UT 
and since then I’ve gone on to work on several other shows. And then, this semester, I 
was asked seemingly out of nowhere to become assistant producer of Local Live, our live 
music show with KVRX. It went on hiatus last semester, and it’s been receiving a lot of 
praise since we brought it back.  
 More importantly though, a vast majority of the best friends I’ve made at UT 
were made through TSTV. I’ve had a lot of unforgettable experiences with the people 
there, and would love for the people at the station to have the best equipment possible. I 
think we do a lot with a little, but any technological improvements we can get will only 
enhance the great work we all do. This is why I think TSTV should get a digital 
transmitter. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jason Hood 
Radio-TV-Film 
Class of 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To whom it may Concern: 
TSTV really means a lot to me. I have gotten the opportunity to learn about media and 
the issues that surround it. Being a part of this program has helped me to learn, build and 
establish ideas about who I want to be a reporter and a producer. At first I didn’t know 
what media included being involve help me see the real side of things such as so much 
technology, production, team work ,and leadership. I was blind eyed to many things that 
were surrounding in producing and developing a program. This program offers classes 
that you can use today but when you decide to leave you can leave with more skills you 
didn’t know. It has often made me rethink a lot of things I wanted to do in my career. But 
by expanding TSTV availability it will give the community an opportunity to see that 
students are actually making a progress, but most all TSTV is making different in people 
life like me. TSTV has started and helped many alumni’s careers and it will be a good 
opportunity to continue for many others that will embark this journey that I have 
experienced! 
Thanks  
Pe’Rez James 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear TSM Board of Directors, 
 
 My first year at the University of Texas did not meet the enthusiasm I had hoped 
for when I attended. I found out that I would have to wait till I am eligible to take upper 
division courses to do what I really came to the university for which is to professionally 
edit and to do computer graphics. That all changed my sophomore year when I heard of 
TSTV and the opportunities they had. I joined a show called That’s Awesome where I 
came to know new people and new skills.  

It’s hard to explain how much I’ve learned and experienced all in just one 
semester. I met a good new friend who has taught me an editing software that I have 
never used in just a week. I also learned something new every time we had to put an 
episode together. I felt like I was in a position that can be compared to a real job where 
deadlines are met and the expected criteria in an episode.  

If it wasn’t for TSTV I wouldn’t have discovered an editing lab that I still use 
today not only for TSTV but for other projects. I wouldn’t have learned how to use the 
new editing software I know now by heart. I wouldn’t have touched Adobe After Effects 
for creating digital graphics which I use for every episode now. I wouldn’t have created 
audio compositions that I use for the show and for other purposes. I wouldn’t have 
learned different settings and techniques that I now know how to use. And finally I 
wouldn’t have the emotional feeling whenever I see an episode on television and know 
how much work I’ve put into it where people across Austin can experience. Believe or 
not but we have actually gotten fan mail about how much they laughed and enjoyed the 
show. 

Every episode I do for the show comes with hours and hours of work that I put 
into. There have been times where I almost had to stay overnight on campus just to fix 
problems with an episode. There have been plenty of times that I have encountered 
frustration but in that I always learn how to fix them and to how to avoid it in the future. 
This makes me wiser and more knowledgeable not only for the future of the show but for 
my future in the real world as well. 

So I ask you please vote on the digital transmitter. TSTV has changed my life 
around and although I am only a volunteer on the show I know that it is still a big 
opportunity to have not only for me but for all the students at the University of Texas. 
Now in the second semester of working on the show I am considered the person that the 
producers go to in putting together an episode which is a position I thought I would never 
have be in if it wasn’t for TSTV. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Pedro Jimenez – RTF Major – Class of 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Hands on coursework is nearly nonexistent for underclassmen at the University of Texas, 
but Texas Student Television has given me the opportunity to work in an environment 
where I can glean essential information and experience that will give me an advantage in 
my studies, and ultimately my career. By the end of my first college semester, I was 
already directing a show, and since then I have been able to add a second to my resume. 
That’s one of the great things about the station. If there is a position you are interested in, 
you can easily learn the skills necessary for the position. As a director, I feel like I am an 
intricate part of the broadcasting process. When we produce live shows, I feel like I am 
an important member of the show and that the program would not run at its full potential 
if not for me. Texas Student Television has given me the confidence and skills necessary 
to work at an FCC-licensed station, and there are very few university students who can 
say the same. I am lucky to have found Texas Student Television. 
 
Shea Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Texas Student Television does an amazing job of immediately accepting new volunteers 
as part of the team and teaching them the skills they need to actually shoot and edit and 
work on television programs for the station. In my first semester at UT I was given the 
position of Assistant Promotions Director as well as helping with various shows. I am 
now co-producing a show for TSTV and have the opportunity to work with professional 
equipment on a daily basis. Texas Student Television has provided me with countless 
opportunities, given me experience that I would never have had otherwise, and 
introduced me to some of my best friends - all of which I could never put a price on. 
 
Austin Keeler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To the community at the TSM Board, 
 
 I have a few words to explain you how important TSTV is to me. This is my first 
semester under the department of Radio-Television-Film at the University of Texas at 
Austin and I am so happy to be a part of Texas Student Television. I currently play an 
active role as the Floor Director to two of TSTV’s shows – Capital Cine Forum and 
Movie Junkies. What I am learning from this organization gives me a lot of courage and 
it reassures that I want to partake in the television-film industry. My exposure to all of the 
equipment in the studio and how we prompt the programs is outstanding. This hands-on 
experience will definitely make me ready for the entertainment real world. It is truly too 
overwhelming for me to carry on about how much I love Texas Student Television. Even 
as a new member, one doesn’t know how much of a privilege it is for me to have the 
opportunity to work here at TSTV. 
 
Warmth, 
 
Adrian LaGuette 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To the TSM Board, 
 
I've only been on the set of one of Capital Cineforum's show so far but it was, as we all so 
aptly put it, a great learning experience. Actually being behind the camera and seeing the 
show happen right then and there was so much better than any production classes I've 
taken by far. I would greatly appreciate further development into this show and the whole 
TSTV organization as I'm sure everyone else in the RTF department would appreciate it 
just as much. I realize it is a privilege to have this show available to us as students and am 
thankful just to have it, but if we are able to make TSTV a 24 hour digital broadcast then 
so many more opportunities will become available to so many more students. I really 
cannot say how awesome having our own TV show is and just want to give you an idea 
of how advantageous it is to all RTF students. 
 
Matthew Lensch 



To Whom It May Concern, 
 
My short time volunteering with TSTV has made my second semester of college really 
great. I've met awesome people who have become a part of my life not only within the 
station, but outside it, too. I've learned valuable production and on-camera skills that will 
surely translate to my college courses and most definitely will be helpful in my future as 
a professional. Everyone at the station works extremely hard to produce quality 
programming, and opening our signal to a wider audience will allow us to reap more 
benefit from all the hard work we put in. It's important to increase our viewership so that 
we can continue to be totally awesome and, with the implementation of a digital 
transmitter, become even more awesome. 
 
Arielle Levin 
Comm. major 
2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 As a current volunteer at TSTV I would like to express my gratitude toward 
everyone who has made my experiences possible. I am currently a freshman pursuing a 
career in broadcast journalism and production. Volunteering at TSTV has given me 
opportunities that I would never have imagined that I would have. Being as TSTV is one 
of the very few FCC licensed stations in the country run by students; I have been able to 
learn from students just like myself in all degrees of production. 
 While volunteering with TSTV I have learned to understand the importance of 
time management, deadlines, and group efforts. TSTV is a place where students can 
come together, formulate ideas, and act on producing material for public interest. A 
classroom is a place to learn, but the TSTV station is a place for hands on production 
experience- something that most universities lack. Without the TSTV station students like 
myself would not have the opportunity to have that hands on experience with filming, 
editing, producing, acting, or learning. The great thing, however, is that we do have a 
station that gives opportunities to students like me, a freshman, to learn first had about 
the production processes that occur in stations around the world. 
 Education is all about being the most informed and having the most up-to-date 
knowledge and information about your surroundings. At TSTV, I have been able to 
access knowledge beyond what a normal student could. Excellence is about being the 
best; having one of the only FCC licensed stations to reach out to the community is one 
of the greatest qualities of communication that the university has. TSTV is tool that I 
have been able to build off of and learn from outside the classroom. TSTV has allowed 
me to reach people all around Austin by informing them of news and entertaining them 
with ideas that I and others have formulated to put into production. 
 TSTV is a place I can go to after class and extend my knowledge of studio 
production. TSTV is a fun an exciting station with much to offer any student at the 
university. I am only a freshman now, but I know that by the time I graduate I will have 
learned enough to be ahead of others in my career. I am proud and excited to call myself 
a volunteer at TSTV because of the information I learn everyday, and the people who 
surround me in furthering my experiences with the University of Texas. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tabitha Lipkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
 I remember sitting in my RTF 305 classroom, during my first semester of college 
in the summer of 2008, when my professor announced that someone was coming to speak 
to the class about Texas Student Television. Expecting some formal representative of the 
organization, I was surprised (and somewhat relieved) to see a student walk to the front 
of the room in jeans and a t-shirt. He introduced himself as Brandon Farmahini, and 
began to explain that TSTV was a television station run entirely by volunteers that aired 
shows that were produced by students. I was sold in under a minute. That summer, I 
visited the fourth floor of the HMS building numerous times to try and help out in any 
way. Brandon was always willing to help me out whenever I needed it, and introduced 
me to many of the other volunteers at the station. I eventually discovered that he wasn’t 
just another volunteer, but that he was actually the station manager, and was shocked that 
he had taken the time to talk with me and show me around while simultaneously working 
around the clock to keep the station alive. After working at TSTV for almost a year, now, 
I still find Brandon’s dedication to his work, as well as his urge to help his fellow 
students, inspiring.  

He has set an example for all other volunteers at TSTV, both old and new. 
Everyone is willing to help one another, and since I began volunteering at the station, 
I’ve made countless new friends. I’ve also learned more than any RTF Freshman could 
ever imagine. The level of hands on experience TSTV has to offer is tremendously 
helpful for both my resume and my classes. I find myself excelling in RTF 318 thanks to 
techniques I’ve already learned through TSTV production classes, as well as from simply 
being present in the studio.  

When I was accepted into the College of Communication, I didn’t plan on even 
holding a camera until I was an upperclassman. I haven’t been at TSTV for more than a 
year, and I am currently a Co-Executive Producer of a television show at the station. Not 
only that, but the two other freshmen who co-produce the show with me have become 
two of my best friends at UT. Thanks to the station, I’ve attended SXSW, interviewed 
celebrities, and have viewed advanced screenings of blockbuster movies, however none 
of these things compare to the friends I’ve made, the skills I’ve learned, and the 
experience I’ve gained at Texas Student Television. My friends and family are all proud 
of me, and more importantly, I am proud of myself. 

 
Miles Luna 
Producer 
Videogame Hour Live 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 I am an unusual case, in that TSTV allowed me to realize that journalism was not 
for me. Journalism classes had me thinking that I wanted to pursure a career in 
journalism. However, what I was learning had nothing to do with how real reporting 
would really be. This I learned from TSTV. I am so greatful to TSTV because if I never 
would have joined I would still blindly be pursuing a career that I would never have been 
happy in.  
 TSTV is a wonderful program. It provides real world experience for prospective 
journalists. I had particually been involved in KVR News. Adding the Digital Transmitter 
would make the experience even closer to working in an actual news studio. For 
journalists the experiences from TSTV are their education. The skills that TSTV teaches 
are more hands on and important than any skills learned in the classroom. Why would the 
University of Texas not want to provide its students with the best possible education for 
their students?  
 
Thankyou, 
Kaylinh Ly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Dear Texas Student Media Board,  
 
 Texas Student Television changes people’s lives.  It is as simple as that.  For 
some of us, you know it the moment you walk in to door.  For others, it takes a little 
longer, but either way it is inevitable.  Everyday TSTV catches someone and there is a 
mutual devotion.  We all want to do whatever we can for the station, because it has done 
so much for us.   
 
 For me it started the moment I joined.  I found out about the station by word of 
mouth and immediately felt at home.  It was and is a great learning to.  All the experience 
that I have assimilated, translated into my upper division classes.  The station pushed me 
to the top of my class.  It still forces me to learn what I do not know, and energizes my 
creativity.   
 
 Now I am in a leadership position at TSTV. For a year and half, I have recruited 
new volunteers for Texas Student Television.  I employ students to join earnestly, 
because I believe it’s the best way to get involved at the University of Texas.  General 
meetings have been completely full for the last 2 years; hundreds of people are interested 
in volunteering each semester.  Everyone knows how huge the opportunity is.   
 
 I produce my own show as well, and last semester when I started it, all of the new 
volunteers were freshman.  All of them love the show and the station.  I think they come 
to such a huge university and find a place they fit in, and learn.  I compel them to work as 
hard as I have.  It is staggering that I was completely inexperienced two years ago, and I 
am mentoring my volunteers two years later.  I have come a long way, and I know 
they’re growing faster than I was, because they’re so incredibly motivated.   
 
 The best part about working at the station is the knowledge that people watch, and 
enjoy our programming.  I have been recognized a few separate times all over Austin. It 
is invaluable.  It may be one of the last times that you can put out programming that 
affects people.  When I found out how many more people would be able to watch with a 
digital transmitter, I was dumbfounded.  Everyone knows having that much of a market 
share in Austin is a huge deal.  If we get to be a part of it, there is no other word I can 
describe it as, except special.  I implore you, to give TSTV an opportunity to live on with 
a digital transmitter.  We will make the best use of it.   
 
-William Maddox  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TSM Board, 
 
  I am writing you today to request the necessary expenses to ensure the working 
ability and the future of our own Texas Student Television Station. 

 I have been a volunteer for TSTV since my freshman year here at UT and within 
those four years I have gained an invaluable knowledge of working on productions and 
with my peers to create quality television. 

I now serve as the Executive Producer for TSTV Live Sports, and I can honestly 
tell you that not only is that position already helped me obtain and excel in internships, 
but I believe that it will also be the biggest contribution to gaining a full time position 
when I graduate. I learned more on the production set of Live Sports then I believe I did 
in most of my RTF production classes. I contribute this to hands on experience and the 
trained, knowledgeable student staff at TSTV.  

I have created lasting friendships through TSTV, but more importantly I have 
already begun my professional career. I hope that when you are considering the budget 
for the upcoming year you remember TSTV and our needs to keep expanding, teaching, 
and entertaining the UT and Austin community. The phrase “You cannot put a price on 
your education” comes to mind and I wish it was that simplistic, but your unwavering 
support for the Texas student body and student media will continue to help us create a 
quality product and serve our University community. 
 
Thank you for your time and constant support of TSTV. 
 
Elissa Malek 
Live Sports Executive Producer and Staff Director   
TSTV Volunteer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
This is the first semester that I have been involved with Local Live. I find a sort of joy 
and excitement every Sunday night in preparing for the show and walking that studio set-
up. It's something that combines my two favorite mediums: music and film. With that 
being said, I think the show has this persona that makes it so entertaining and worth-
while to watch. I have never heard of any of the bands that performed on Local Live 
within the past few months. The motto for KVRX is "none of the hits, all the time," 
which gives way to new music and local artists. This is exactly that Local Live does: 
introduces students and all of the Austin area to bands that would otherwise go unnoticed. 
By getting the transmitter, Local Live would be about to continue this ability to share 
unknown, original, fantastic artists to everyone. It would be a shame to see this go away. 
 
Anthony Montemayor 
Sophomore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 TSTV, in short, has made my education here at the University of Texas at Austin 
worthwhile.  I started my education at UT as an advertising major, but had found that just 
by taking the classes that the career path was not for me.  I am in the process of changing 
my major to RTF and decided that being involved with TSTV would be a good boost to 
my resume in order to help with the transfer process.  Not only has it done that, it has 
cemented my belief that a career in TV is what I want to do for the rest of my life.  There 
is nothing more satisfying than seeing something you helped make on a medium that 
thousands of people have the opportunity to watch.  If more people would be able to 
watch student produced TV and at higher quality, TSTV would undoubtedly be the single 
most important student station in history.  Not only would more people would be able to 
watch the broadcast, the impact that being involved with TSTV on students would be 
tremendously great.  This station is what will probably ensure that I get a job after I 
graduate, but if we went digital, this station would probably help me, and many other 
talented students, get an amazing job. 
 
Matthew Moreau 

Sophomore, Advertising (transferring to RTF) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To Whom It May Concern, 
 

I was blessed to find an organization on campus that truly accentuated my 
academic interests, an organization by the name of Texas Student TV. TSTV is so much 
more than can be described in words so rather I will focus on one aspect of the station; 
TSTV-Live Sports. This is not to say that I am an all-out sports nut with dreams of being 
a prestigious sports journalist or aspiring to be in sports marketing, but rather saying that 
Live Sports focuses on the live video production. I am an RTF major, but I have come to 
find the idea making feature length movies to be very unsatisfying.  

My high school’s film program did an extremely good job at widening students’ 
perception of the copious array of jobs that exist in the film industry. Obviously, the 
focus of this program was to focus on movie making, but we also spent numerous 
amounts of hours outside of the classroom setting up equipment and filming/editing live 
talent shows, music festivals, battle of the bands, weddings, and Debutante Balls. 
Unconsciously, this form of “live” film production was what got me interested into 
applying to be an RTF major. It was not until I got into the RTF 305 class, Intro into 
Media Studies, that I went into internal crisis mode; I began to second-guess my decision 
to apply to such a huge university and be a film major.  

The RTF 305 class only emphasized the Hollywood aspect of the industry, and it 
was through this class that I began to realize what I wanted to focus in college, and what I 
wanted to focus on was not being explored in this class. Live production seemed so 
foreign to the topics we were discussing. Only when I thought there was no end in sight, I 
began to volunteer more at Texas Student TV. 

 I have worked on the live show Sneak Peek since last October, and while it was 
closer to the feeling of what I wanted to do, it still had a studio feel to it. Starting in 
February, however, I attended an optional crew meeting for TSTV-Live Sports and 
suddenly- epiphany! Finally I had found my niche! I met a group of RTF majors who felt 
the same way I did; they wanted to focus on aspects of the film industry that was not 
normally “focused” on at UT, whether it is TV or live production work.  

Our production meeting was to prepare for the regional broadcast of the Texas 
women’s basketball game versus Oklahoma State through Time Warner Digital Cable on 
February 18, 2009. All of the preproduction meetings paid off as the night of the game 
came and nearly 1,500,000 homes in the state of Texas watched our broadcast. The 
excitement of the atmosphere. The adrenaline through my body. The level of teamwork 
required by the crew. All of these were feelings that I had been searching for in my quest 
for what I wanted to do for the rest of my life. Although our girls lost on the court that 
night, I felt that I had scored off the court. It was at this point that I felt that I had made 
the best decision in my collegic career to attend the University of Texas in the RTF 
department. 
 Both TSTV Live Sports and Sneak Peek have taught me professionalism that I 
have not experienced anywhere else before. It has provided me with a social network of 
other peers that share the same values and work ethic as my own. Finally, TSTV has 
giving me an opportunity that I could not have had at another university; the opportunity 
to work at the only FCC licensed, student run television station in the country. To have a 
digital transmitter would allow for the station to proudly show off what it’s true potential 
is to an audience that is well deserving of such quality programming; (CONTINUED...) 



both content and picture clarity. I know I made the right decision to attend the University 
of Texas, and I am proud to say I am a volunteer for Texas Student Television. 
 
Best, 
Duncan Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dear Texas Student Media Board Members,  
 

In the Communication’s school every professor will tell you one thing that is an 
absolutely necessity for students to do: obtain real work experience in a field you wish to 
pursue. At Texas Student Television we get to create content outside of class, to help us 
express ourselves and strengthen our abilities in our chosen field. At TSTV, each and 
every career choice be it, Advertising, Marketing, Production, and Journalism, is 
available for practicing and learning. Any student that walks in, can realize and discover 
talents and skills that they would otherwise not develop until after they had graduated. 
This opportunity is an aspect that sets the University of Texas apart from all others in the 
nation and makes the Communication school much more desirable.  

A student-run television station is one of the most dynamic ideas many educators 
have ever considered. This unique opportunity enriches our education and hands us the 
confidence to be able to leave after graduation with a leg up. My experience at TSTV has 
absolutely opened my possibilities and choices on how to pursue and understand the 
chosen field I wish to work in. To share this with other students is an experience like 
none other and is one of the most amazing chances I have had to better myself. I would 
hope every student could get this unique opportunity to work at the station and learn 
things they wouldn’t even hear about until upper-division classes or until their careers.  

The digital transmitter would be able to build on this already amazing concept of 
television. With student created content, we would be able to reach out to the entire city 
and make an impact like never before. The transmitter would allow TSTV to grow even 
larger and bring in more revenue for the school and students. It would be difficult to 
make TSTV more special than it already is, but the digital transmitter could allow us to 
make an impact on students’ and viewers’ lives like never before. 
  
 
Thank you for everything, 
Anthony Noto 
Radio-Television-Film 
Class of 2010  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Texas Student Television is a very unique place at The University of Texas. It is a place 
that many people have come to love. It is a place of learning, teaching, and discovering. 
Every semester students will find their way to TSTV and unveil a passion for something 
that they knew they had. When I first arrived at UT I felt lost. I wanted to join an 
organization that meant something more than meeting people and organizing mixers. It 
was not until I saw a flyer for TSTV that I found such an organization on campus. I 
began volunteering at the station and I found a place where the people involved became 
my friends and the activities we did, evolved into real television programming that the 
city of Austin could see. Most of all, TSTV became a place I could believe in. 
 
As a volunteer at TSTV I learned many valuable skills that I do not think I would have 
learned any where else. I learned how to better work with others to obtain a common 
goal. I learned the importance or organization, being able to balance school work and the 
shows I worked on. Personally, I become a more professional person because of the way 
the station is run; there are deadlines to meet promises to be kept. My communication 
skills improved two-fold because I constantly had to email people about events and 
interviews. Additionally, I gained technical skills that prepared me, more than other 
students who are not affiliated with the station; for production classes that I am required 
to take as a Radio-Television-Film student. 
 
I would like to eventually work in the television industry professionally but for now, 
TSTV is the closest thing that I have. If a digital transmitter were built it would only 
better prepare me for transitioning into the professional market. The University of Texas 
would be able to say, not only does it have the only FCC licensed, student-run station in 
the nation, but that station also has a digital transmitter that enables it to be the most 
technological advanced station in the nation. 
 
Currently, this is my third semester that I am proudly able to say, I work at TSTV. 
Throughout this time I have seen the station undergo many changes, all for the better; a 
digital transmitter would only further along these improvements. 
 
When considering building a digital transmitter for Texas Student Television, please 
think all the students whose lives have been aided in some way by the station. And think 
about how all the hard work that the staff and the volunteers put into the station would be 
a waste if no one were able to watch it. 
 
 
Candice Nunes 
Marketing Co-Director 
Texas Student Television 
3rd year Radio-Television-Film Student 
May 2010 
 



 
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
 I just started with Texas Student Television this semester, and even though I am 
only a rookie at the station in terms of my experience, everyone at the station has 
welcomed me warmly. Already I have had the chance to be on camera, an opportunity 
that I do not know how else I would have had. The convenience of the station being on 
campus is so beneficial, I can get up and walk from my apartment to the station in 
comparison to looking for experience outside of campus and have to take a bus 
somewhere completely out of my way.  
 Convenience is just one benefit of TSTV. However, what I have gained 
professionally is even greater. The family at TSTV is cooperative, hard-working, and 
dedicated. When I first walked into the studio, I was a bit shocked at the poor state of the 
equipment, and the room in general. But, no one complains when a teleprompter doesn’t 
work or one of the few microphones is malfunctioning, but instead works their hardest to 
role with the bumps in the road. And now I know why. It’s the rush, the adrenaline, and 
sense of self-worth you get from putting on a show, a completely student run show. 
 When I go I feel like a make a difference, being able to participate, even if it is 
just shadowing that day gives me a competitive edge that I can really use in my career. 
The sacrifices members of TSTV make I know is because they, like me, truly love what 
they are doing. I work on Sneak Peak, the entertainment show, and that show has had 
amazing interviews with so many film and music artists. Every single person that works 
for Sneak Peak is so talented. It has always been a secret dream of mine to work for 
something like E!News, and now I feel just a little closer to that dream. Our viewership is 
limited to viewers closer to campus, and that is sad.  
 People in Austin need to see the unique and talented individuals on camera, they 
need to feel the passion of the behind the scenes crew. What better way to get 
entertainment news than having it local and live. Before TSTV, I didn’t know if my 
career as a journalist was what I really wanted to do. Now I know, I want to do 
broadcasting and I have the confidence to pursue it. I have the passion to pursue my 
career from my experience at TSTV. The Sneak Peak slogan is “Entertainment the way 
you want it”, and we want it to be digitally broadcast to all of Austin. We want to be 
heard and we want to serve our whole community. Please give us this amazing 
opportunity. 
 
Thank you, 
Skye Ochoa 
Pre-Journalism: Broadcast 
May, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 My name is Xorje Olivares, and I am currently an Associate Producer for KVR 
News 9—it is a position I have held since last fall. This is my second year with TSTV—I 
started working with KVR since the beginning of my sophomore year, and I have 
undoubtedly enjoyed each and every minute that I’ve been there.  
 Like a majority of volunteers, I walked into the war room anxious and scared, 
unprepared to call myself a real journalist. I had no experience, no inkling whatsoever as 
to how a news program was assembled. However, as soon as I walked in, I was met by 
the warmth and eagerness of all those who were there to help me.  
 Before I knew it, I immersed myself in everything KVR. I worked on news 
packages, did live-shots at the Tower, worked with cameras, and helped in Master 
Control. When it came time to apply for the broadcast sequence of the journalism 
program, I was confident that I would shine knowing that I had KVR under my belt. 
Once I was accepted, it came time to work on news packages for my class, an easy task 
seeing as though I had done them for quite some time already. It pleased me when I heard 
from my professors that it was evident in my work that I had been to KVR. That really 
solidified the notion that KVR does indeed have a great influence on its volunteers.   
 Which is why I am choosing to write to you today. A digital transmitter would be 
essential in assisting with the progress of students. By knowing that our work would be 
broadcasted all throughout Austin with such fine quality, I feel that we would all put out 
our best effort in making KVR comparable to other Austin news outlets. It would serve as 
our motivation—we would not only want to make KVR and its volunteers look 
professional, but we would want to make both Texas Student Media and the university 
look like fine breeding grounds for well-equipped students. Therefore I ask that you 
please help us in doing so by blessing us with a digital transmitter. Let’s show all of 
Austin why we are one of the most recognized student media centers in the country.  
 
Much thanks, 
Xorje Olivares 
KVR News Associate Producer 
Broadcast Journalism/Mexican-American Studies 
Class of 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My past three years here at UT have been filled with life experiences, both positive and 
negative.  None of these experiences have been as rewarding as my involvement at TSTV 
through KVR9 News.  I have been placed in a leadership position at a station filled with 
real life situations.  I have been forced to rise up and take on responsibilities that I would 
not have been able to if it wasn't for this station.  I have learned and grown more as a 
person and leader in the past three years thanks to KVR.  As a future news reporter and 
producer, I know that I will continuously reflect back on my time at TSTV as a positive 
source to help me to handle situations, tackle problems, and learn from my mistakes. 
 
TSTV has provided me with an invaluable  experience that will undoubtably be 
beneficial to my future career.  My experience at TSTV has been that much more 
rewarding because I am able to see first-hand just how far we have come as individuals, 
and as a station.  I have enjoyed the past three years at the station working at KVR9 
News, and can only hope that I will continue to see improvements at the station that I 
have invested so much of myself in. 
 
I urge you to consider making the necessary updates to TSTV.  The caliber of our station 
should be reflective of all of the time and effort that its staff and volunteers have devoted 
so that we can be nothing short of the premiere college television station. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Catherine Verrett 
KVR9 News Executive Producer 
 
Catherine Verrett 
Catherinev@mail.utexas.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TSM Board of Directors- 
 
I'm writing on behalf of TSTV and myself to ask for your full support to help our TV 
station make the digital transition.  I'm new to TSTV, this is my first semester to get the 
chance to work here but I can already say it's the highlight of my UT experience.  This 
station is a remarkable place where students get the kind of hands on learning that is 
impossible at nearly every other university and we're so close to making it truly the only 
one of it's kind.  The next step is getting a digital transmitter and reaching out to the 
entire city of Austin.  We're so close, but we need your help. 
I have a little more experience than the average TSTV volunteer.  From May of 2006 to 
May of 2008 I worked as a TV new jounralist for the ABC affiliate in Lubbock.  I was an 
anchor, reporter, producer and de-facto news director on weekends.  I know how a TV 
station runs, I know where it's life blood comes from.  I can say, with experience, that 
TSTV is a real station and not just a student project.  This place is special with intelligent, 
hardworking people manning every facet and doing so for simply the love of doing it.  I 
would never have done the amount of work a I do at TSTV anywhere else for free but I'm 
happy to do it here, and I know I'm not alone. 
A digital transmitter won't just be another gold star for TSM.  It will be the bar set one 
step higher for all the students and faculty to clear as a full power television station.  It 
will make all of us work that much harder to put quality programming on the air, and thus 
make us that much more ready to leave this university and be successful in the media 
world.  Please help us get the digital transmitter.  If you do, TSM and TSTV will be 
forever greatful to this board of directors.   
 
 
-Joel Walker 
Government '10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“What the Station Means to Me” 
By: Alexandria Walters 
 At the beginning of last semester I was at just the beginning of the great yet 
challenging adventure they call college. I wasn’t really sure where I would fit in, and I 
also wasn’t sure of myself. I grew up in a small town, where everyone new who I was, 
and as much as I hated that my whole life when I arrived at UT- that sense of belonging I 
had been acquired to- was something that I yearned to have at this new home. 
 When I first attended the big general meeting at TSTV, I was mystified by what I 
saw. No, the shows that were displayed were not perfect, and may never win any awards, 
but I could feel the sense of dedication and pride that went into each and every one of 
them, and I couldn’t wait to be apart of that. The first day I showed up to volunteer the 
unknown frightened me. However, all the friendly faces indicated there was nothing to 
dread. 
 Overtime, the more and more I volunteered at TSTV the stronger the bonds with 
the people that I worked with became. They started to know my name and I knew all of 
theirs. I got better at things I had never done before such as editing and running the 
graphics machine, and I felt more confident in the talents I already possesed. The station 
became like a second home to me as I spent more and more time there, and the people 
around me started to feel like a family. The gossip, the arguments, the strength we had 
working together, the drive, the pride and the determination that all surfaced at the 
station, began to give me that feeling of security I had longed for when I first arrived at 
college, and before I knew it TSTV felt like home. 
 It sounds very cliché, but the people I have met while working at TSTV have 
touched my life and I will never forget any of them. I have made some friendships here 
that I hope last a lifetime. I am not the same girl I was when I strode through those doors 
in September. Volunteering at TSTV has given me experiences I will never have again 
and has opened my eyes to things that will affect me the rest of my life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 To the TSM Board, 
 

I started volunteering at Texas Student Television in the fall of 2005 and instantly 
loved it and the opportunities it presented. I think it is absolutely amazing and one-of-a-
kind, due to its ability to give college students hands-on experience in the fields of 
television broadcasting, reporting, and editing. What is also stunning is how the station is 
able to not only provide in-studio experience to students, but also field reporting for 
sports, news, and entertainment shows and location shooting for live broadcasts of 
University of Texas athletic events. I enjoyed my first semester at TSTV so much that I 
became the master control operator in the spring of 2006, and eventually became a part of 
the staff as the station’s programming director during the 2007-2008 school year. I 
honestly feel that my work and experience at Texas Student Television will be of lifelong 
value to me, as it is my first semi-professional work in my career choice of television 
production. I also believe that the lessons I have learned here will be integral to finding 
jobs and internships in the current workforce, as I plan to graduate in May. Finally, and 
possibly the most important element that I, as a student at the University of Texas, has 
gained from TSTV is the intangible camaraderie that I have acquired with my co-workers 
over the last four years. I truthfully believe that I have gained lifelong friendships and 
connections with the people that I have met while working at the station. All of these are 
reasons why I believe TSTV should gain full-power status and obtain a digital 
transmitter; so that professional work experience in the field of television and kinship 
amongst its volunteers can continue at the University of Texas for years to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
Thomas Wells 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear TSM Board of Directors, 
 Before I had even realized what I wanted to do as far as my major goes, I really 
had interest in working with TSTV. Whether it was on screen or off, I had decided I 
would give my best effort to open my schedule to another opportunity offered on campus. 
So over the past couple of months I have grown really close to the people who run TSTV, 
observing each show and the process it takes to run that show. As a current volunteer for 
the show “ATX Most Wanted,” I have gathered the experience and knowledge that I have 
not yet acquired from a registered course at the University of Texas at Austin. 
Considering the hands on approach of the station, it provides the volunteers with the 
direct approach to learning things we would not necessarily get from our accredited 
professors. This station and the people working in it means a lot to me and I’m sure it 
does to others, because we work so hard to produce a show with not so much of a budget, 
with acquired knowledge from previous volunteers, and still are able to come out with a 
valued production at the end of the day that we can say we able to be apart of.  
 The reason it is so important to get this station on a digital frequency is because 
we value and cherish our work and with the limited persons who are able to view it, it 
limits the possibility of sponsorships, dedication of our fan base, and it also limits the 
number of volunteers willing to help our and make this station a completely respectable 
and valued station in the city of Austin, if not further. Even as a student of this university, 
I find it hard to believe that this station does not run on a digital frequency, the reason I 
say this is comes from the fact that students and alumni place so much time and effort 
into producing a show for an audience of many, but we are pushed back because our 
numbers cant grow if we are operating on a different frequency as the world we live in 
today.  
 I really hope you have a considerate mindset for this program for getting a digital 
transmitter. This would not just benefit us as current volunteers for the station but it will 
continue to grow for you and the people of Austin as the many achievements we have 
accomplished would come from your assistance. I look forward to having this digital 
transmitter implemented for this station and hope you do to. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity, 
Dorrel L. Willis 
Sophomore 
Major: Radio/TV and Film  
ATX Most Wanted Volunteer 
 

 

 

 

 

 



To The TSM Board, 
 
 As a young RTF student, there's a thousand things you want to do all at once. You 
want to write, direct, shoot, and edit every single idea that you scribble into the margins 
of your chemistry notes. You want to screen everything you've ever held a boom mic for 
in front of the entire University. You just want to be working on projects all the time. But 
school doesn't happen that way, and the pace can be infuriating. Out of all those ideas and 
plans, what tangible result do you have to show for it? That's where TSTV came in for 
me. I work on real projects, screening people's short films in front of real audiences. It's 
an incredible opportunity and a fantastic outlet, and I'm learning skills that will 
undoubtedly help me in the industry. If there's a way to encourage and develop that 
opportunity for others, it should absolutely not be passed up. 
                            --Edward L. Wittlif 



 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 I first became associated with Texas Student Television my sophomore year at 
UT. I was helping produce an on location show for the station, and the experience was 
fascinating and educational. There simply are things that you will never learn until you 
work in the medium hands on.  The experience working at a station, having to figure out 
FCC rules, editing segments, and learning control room materials largely influenced my 
move into an academic concentration in RTF: television. I think our group made a really 
decent product, and my only regret from that experience is that more people didn’t get to 
see it.   
 With a digital transmission we could be in more homes in the Austin area, and 
could potentially lead into a full student channel.  Why is this so essential to the UT 
student population? It helps us understand a broader context of the television field.  I feel 
that right now shows and content are limited to very select audiences. There is a 
limitation to achieving broader feedback from the community. Also it helps in other areas 
such as advertising. And right now TSTV has a problem with advertising. It’s hard to 
pick up new clients especially when you are limited to a certain spectrum. We need a 
digital transmitter.  It’s not even a want; it’s really more of a need-especially if the station 
wants to expand itself. It is time that the station looks toward expansion and continual 
growth. 
 TSTV and all of its workers has an extreme impact on my career at UT. I cannot 
imagine a full education without the station. It’s because of my undying love and 
commitment to the station that I really want to see it grow and succeed. I would greatly 
appreciate your consideration come this April when discussing the future of the Texas 
Student Television Station. Also thanks for taking the time to read this! Muchos gracias! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kara Young 
UT Junior, RTF major 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dear TSM Board, 
 

To the TSM Board, 
 
I’m writing on behalf of  Texas Student Television.  I understand that you are 

considering voting on a new transmitter for the station, and I strongly ask for you to vote 
yes for it!  I’ve only been at TSTV for a semester and a half, but I’ve learned so much 
already here!  Even though I’m only a freshmen, TSTV has given me the opportunity to 
work hands on with professional equipment that I would normally could not use.  Since I 
put so much time into working here, I am already producing one show and co producing 
another, and the experience of working under weekly deadlines with others has given me 
valuable real world experience and knowledge.  I considered myself fairly well educated 
in video production before, but I wouldn’t have guessed a year ago that I could work with 
master control equipment or studio cameras for live broadcasts, or put together content in 
editing studios.  Most importantly, though, it’s been so much fun working here!  Even 
while I learning so much at TSTV, the friendly atmosphere with all the staff and 
volunteers makes me feel welcome.  And there’s nothing more rewarding than seeing 
something you helped make air on TV, which gives me a thrill every time it happens.  I 
even get a kick out of watching our shows on my TV back at the Castilian, despite the 
extremely fuzzy antennae signal in my room. 

This brings me to my next point.  We could really use that digital transmitter.  Not 
only would I get a crystal clear signal in my dorm, but also everyone in Austin could tune 
in and watch all day long.  It also gives TSTV and UT more prestige to say they have an 
audience of possibly over a million viewers.  It would be so great to be able to share our 
content with the whole city, and doing so would bring more attention to TSTV.  All that 
extra attention would surely bring in advertisements to fund the station.  We would get 
new equipment with the extra money that would make our broadcasts look even better!  I 
know these are tough times, but I know the investment in this digital transmitter would 
bring back so much more revenue and prestige to Texas Student Televison and Texas 
Student Media. 

 
Thanks, 
 
 
Steven M. Zurita 
RTF Major, Class of 2012 
TSTV Asst. Studio Supervisor 

 




